To the Editor:
One morning we noticed yellow colored desflurane (Suprane ® ) and white, fluffy particles through the level indicator of a vaporizer (D-Vapor ® , Dräger Medical, Telford, PA, USA) (supplementary material Fig. 1 ). Baxter's response to our inquiry is as follows:
As desflurane has a low boiling point (23 °C), the integrity of the bottle closure mechanism is very important. To obtain optimal sealing, butylated hydroxytoluene (BHT) is added as an antioxidant to elastomers in the core gasket of the bottle [1] . BHT forms by-products with exposure to air, and some of these have a yellowish color. However, the byproducts have a much higher boiling point (over 200 °C) compared to desflurane, and are not vaporized with normal use. They gradually accumulate in the sump of the vaporizer and eventually become visible. The white particulate matter from the vaporizer could not be analyzed, but it is likely another BHT by-product. It is completely safe for patients because the BHT by-products are not vaporized during use. Further, Baxter has also confirmed that only 100 % pure desflurane is present in the vapor stream. 
